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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

A Letter from Amanda Holmes, FPS Executive Director (IcTUreD LEFT)

The gifts began coming at the end of the summer, as the tempo in Fishtown relaxed from
[frenzied to just busy, and they were marked to honor the memory of Howard Heinzel. I've
met hundreds—maybe thousands—of people in Fishtown over the past eleven years, but I
never met Howard. All I knew about him was in the brief note his daughter Jennifer wrote
the day he passed away in late August. “My dad loved Leland,” she wrote simply.

I see Fishtown almost every day, from angles few others have—above docks and below,
inside and out, through water low and high, and through winters mild and fierce. But
Fishtown is more than shanties and docks and gravel and boats. What often surprises me—
and what I am always trying to understand—is what other people see in Fishtown. What
did Howard Heinzel, an Iowa native, love so much that his friends and family were giving to
preserve Fishtown in his name?

So I asked his daughter. Jenn Collins and her husband, Michael, own Two Fish Gallery
in Leland and have been supporters of Fishtown for many years. The idea, she told me, came
to her on her hurried drive to reach her father in Des Moines. She and her family wanted to
honor him and his life. They were already agreed about Hospice of lowa, for the care they had
given him at the end of his life—but what gift would honor the breadth of the life of such a
devoted family man and outdoorsman?

She mentioned Fishtown Preservation at a family meal. “Before I could even start telling
them how wonderful you are, they loved it,” she said. “Something in Leland! Something related
to history! Something related to fishing! Something where the money would be specifically
used to preserve the area my dad loved so much. He so loved his years in Leland, and his time
fishing on both Lake Leelanau and Lake Michigan were among his best days.”

I used to think of Iowa as a landlocked state, but

Fishtown has plenteous roots there. Jenn told me both of
her parents loved to spend time on the water, including “Fishtown is what
summer weekends on a houseboat on Saylorville Lake near .
Des Moines. Saylorville is a reservoir and the water there we make of it—and
is dark—"“definitely no seeing your toes in that lake!” she What we give toit”
said—which helps to explain why Howard loved Leland,
“with so much beautiful water surrounding them.”

The best part of my work with Fishtown Preservation is in moments like this small
glimpse of Fishtown through Howard’s eyes. Sometimes I'm able to experience the
revelation in real time, too. This happens almost every summer with our summer interns.
Most of our interns apply because they know this region. In 2014, for instance, Ruth Hesse
came to put to use a lifetime of Leland summers. She began fishing the docks alongside her
grandfather as soon as she could hold a pole and holds the family record for most fish caught
in one sitting. Ruth was ready for Fishtown, right?

Of course not! Ruth discovered that Fishtown overflows with personalities—with the
different perspectives of each person who has a stake (and a voice) in this place. She wasn’t
ready to meet so many people, so quickly —nor that they could be impatient, preoccu-
pied, even disputatious. She kept a journal that summer, and after one especially trying
day, she wrote, “I don't think I have ever witnessed that kind of drama from teenage girls.”
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Being inside can be messy, but joyful, too—literally, for Ruth was able to go fishing
aboard the Joy. She was nervous about being on the big water—she'd never been on Lake
Michigan in any boat smaller than the carferry S.S. Badger—but arriving before dawn at an
already wide-awake Fishtown was calming. The morning mixed meditative stretches on the
still water with the rapid, purposeful dance of lifting, emptying and sorting the catch from
the trap nets. Ruth measured scores of squirming, slimy fish on a metal tray, under the kind,
patient direction of Captain Joel Petersen and alongside Chris Herman and Darryl Herman,
all who live no distinction between hard work and fun. The morning’s work was somehow
done too soon. “I would have been happy to be out there all day,” Ruth wrote.

By summer’s end, Ruth knew she had crossed a threshold. “After twenty years of simply
visiting,” she wrote, “I have now found a place in the community. Instead of being an observ-
er I have been able to become a part of it all, and I cannot express how much this has meant
to me.”

Fishtown is what we make of it—and what we give to it. 'm grateful I was able to learn
about Howard’s love for Fishtown—but I also feel a little regret, too, that I didn't know him
until now. That’s why I want to mention Joan Larson, in whose memory Fishtown Preser-
vation has also received many gifts this fall. I have had the great pleasure to know both Joan
and her husband, Will, for the whole time I've known Fishtown, which is but a fraction of
the 50 years they have known Fishtown. They've been Leland regulars ever since they moved
to Cincinnati in 1963.

Joan and Will have been involved in saving Fishtown from the beginning, and in their
estate plan they arranged a substantial gift to Fishtown Preservation each year—forever. I'm
not surprised, however, if this is the first you've heard about their deep involvement. They
have always been modest about it. In the photos I have from Fishtown events, I usually find
them on the edges—out of the spotlight, but always a lovely and attentive audience.

I’'m drawing a little attention to them here because I want you to know how much Fishtown
meant and means to both Joan and Will. Even as her health failed, Joan paid close attention
to what was happening in Fishtown. I think she never wanted to make a fuss over what she
and Will have done because, as she saw it, you do what you can for the place you call home.

What you would see today in Fishtown is a light fall of snow. Autumn lingered for us,
but now winter seems to be arriving, just in time to brighten the holidays. When Fishtown
has buttoned up for the season it can seem a small place, but I know it’s large in our lives.
I know this because of the many small moments I see, like Anna Geoghegan, an intern in
2015, standing in a drenching rain at the end of a Fishtown event but unable to stop smiling,
or Will Larson, in his 80s, cruising around town on his bicycle looking like a little boy with
mischief on his mind.

And there are moments I don’t see, such as when Jenn Collins, in Two Fish Gallery at 5:00
am trying to catch a little quiet work time before the day’s summer rush, hears a knock on the
door. It’s her father, Howard, on his way to the water. “I would look up from my computer,
and we would both wave,” she said. “Then off he would go to the harbor.”

The momentsIsee, the many moments I miss—what each of ussees in Fishtown 7sFishtown.
All of it.

I'll leave some closing words to Caitlin Clough, who interned alongside Ruth in 2014. At
season’s end Caitlin wanted to leave behind some advice for the interns who would follow
her. “You will never get another opportunity to work for an organization like this,” she wrote,
“so I suggest you carpe diem the heck out of this internship! You are going to do such great
things here!”

What do you see in Fishtown? The year is drawing to its close, and we hope you will
consider Fishtown Preservation for your year-end gift, and continue to think about Fishtown
into the New Year. Please give if, like us, you look at Fishtown and you see something great.
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Howard R. Heinzel enjoying a warm summer day on Lake
Leelanau with his daughters (LerT 10 RIGHT) Jenn Collins, Ann
West and Julie Roether. The photo was taken August 1,
Howard passed away on August 21, 2017.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JENNIFER COLLINS

Will and Joan Larson enjoyed
Fishtown together since 1963,
when friends introduced them
to Leland. Joan Larson passed
away on September 27,2017.In
October, Will said that this is a
favorite photo of him and Joan.

They were both champions of
preserving Fishtown, from the
troubled days in 2005, when
Fishtown’s future was in doubt,
to the present. In their estate
plan they arranged a generous
gift to Fishtown Preservation
each year—forever.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WILFRED J. LARSON

THANK YOU for keeping Fishtown in your life
and doing what you can to make sure Fishtown
is here forever. There are many ways you can be
afinancial contributor to Fishtown Preservation,
including our Annual Fund, Anchor Sustainer
Program, Special Projects, Planned Giving and

Endowment Fund.

The preservation of Fishtown has been possible
because of the generosity of our supportersand
their recognition of the importance of Fishtown
to our community and the region.

S. Gordon Dabney
Anonymous
Carl Dailey
Michael S. and Gwendolyn J. Kolk
Krista Holt Heffner
Kenneth K. and Carol C. Holt
Howard Heinzel
Dennis and Judy Applegate
Kristin M. Bell
Dave and Beth Bishop
Douglas and Margaret Bottorff
John and Ginger Campbell
David and Karla Christensen
Larry and Linda Christensen
Tony and Marilyn Denkinger
Judith Egeler
Elizabeth Bishop Elliott
Jane Gillaspey
Elizabeth A. Haag
Kenneth and Beth Heying
IMT Insurance Company
Monica and Travis McAlpin
Lori and Todd Noah
Shannon R. Quinn
Mary Ann Rice
Barbara and Michael Roethler
Mary Beth and Al Rollings
Jon and Kris Scharingson
Harriet Schoeller
Terry and Monica Statton
Patricia Sullivan
Kathleen Van Sloun
Virginia and John Viviano
Linda Wiersema
Elizabeth and Brian Willem
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Sally and Sandy Bracken

(Happy Anniversary)

William M. and Margee Bracken
Scott Craig

Carol and Lee Bowen
Kathryn Omoto

Catherine Lafarge

Judith Knudsen
John and JoAnn Hulett
Joan Larson
Charles and Joan Bennison
Carol and Lee Bowen
Michael and Jennifer Collins
Nancy and Berkley Duck Il
Leonard and Barbara Glinski
Amanda Holmes and Daniel Stewart
Manitou Islands Memorial Society
Craig and Nancy Miller
Kathryn Bishop Eckert Omoto
Ellen W. Pisor
Brian and Susan Price
Ralph and Stanley Reahard
Warren and Ann Watkins
Randy and Joan Woods
Leo A Lucas MD
Deborah Lucas, MD
John and Barbara Marshall
James and Lory Gross
Carol Maxon
Harlan Peck
Lewis Moulton
Patricia Neild Moulton
Jeanie Muir
Randy and Joan Woods
Albert Pawlick
Deer Path Art League
Eleanor A. Golden
Margaret S. Hart
Marilyn R. Heath
Eugene Hotchkiss, IlI
John Pawlick
Libby Peace
Randy and Joan Woods
David Sprout
Gretchen Sprout
Leo and Marilyn Stallman
Anthony and Pam Hurst
Gene Siddall
Hayward and Kathy Draper
Robert Wellborn
Lena A. Ball
Helene F. Neild
Randy and Joan Woods

Joanie Woods
Judy and Tom Oetinger
Walter G. and Leslie E. Schmid
Lee J. Workum Jr.
Taya Workum
Nikki Workum
Richard and Karen Ristine
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Sandra Clark
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Jo Walker

Dan White
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Wilfred J. Larson
Craig A. Miller

ADVISORS TO THE BOARD

Keith Burnham
Laura Quackenbush

FPS StarF

Amanda Holmes
Summer Meyer
Marsha Brunett

VEsseL CAPTAINS

Joel Petersen (Joy)
Alan Priest (Janice Sue)
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FALL 2017 IN FISHTOWN | Great Lakes Fisheries Heritage Consortium and JOY Sparkling Wine

GLFHC Annual Meeting

Great Lakes Fisheries Heritage
Consortium held its 5th annual
conference this past October in
Fishtown.The network represents
a partnership among museum,
maritime heritage, and fisheries
partners cooperating across the
state to promote our fisheries
heritage. The group is currently
working on a trail system for
people to be able to celebrate
and experience our Great Lakes
fisheries heritage while traveling
in Michigan.

A Brian Price (upper LEFT) tells members of the Great Lakes Fisheries Heritage Consor-
tium stories of his years working with commercial fisherman Ross Lang on the trap-net-
ter Joy. (uppER RIGHT) Conference attendees Sandy and Carol Bryson, of the Michigan
Maritime Museum, and Gail Vander Stoep, from the Michigan State University Dept. of
Community Sustainability, prepare to head out for a ride on the gill-netter Janice Sue.

JOY Sparkling Wine

Joy Lang Anderson (LerT), for whom Fishtown Preservation’s commercial fishing
vessel Joy is named, holds a bottle of Fishtown Preservation’s JOY, a sparkling, dry
white wine made by L. Mawby Vineyards. Two dollars from every bottle sold is being
donated by L. Mawby Vineyards to help preserve Fishtown. The wine was launched at
an event this fall in Fishtown and will be available through 2018. For a list of retailers
carrying the wine visit FishtownMl.org or call Fishtown Preservation at 231-256-8878.




